February 3, 2012
First Grade Sailor News
Happy Student Appreciation Day!  I am so blessed to be able to teach your wonderful children. Every day I wake up genuinely excited to come to work. In honor of all their hard work the students enjoyed turkey hot dog lunch, visited the Homecoming game, and celebrated Chinese New Year with the help of Mrs. Thornburg.
This week the students learned how to be followers of Jesus.  Each first grader made a path to Jesus where he/she made pictures (or wrote sentences) of what they can do.  For example some first graders wrote they could go to church, pray, and use kind words.  

Star Report News:  The Star Report is a test that is based on vocabulary and comprehension.  Each student read the question out loud to Miss Murray.  Then she typed in the student’s answer within the time allowed.  When you view the report check the GE.   Did your child move up?  For example if your child received 0.3 in September and a 1.0 in January, he increased his comprehension/vocabulary score by 6 months.  I would also check the ZPD (zone of proximal development). It shows what level of books that your child can read.  The Star test is one of many assessments I give to show progress in reading. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  

Folders and Homework:  Please remember to check your child’s folder nightly and remind them to turn it in daily. Your child brought home stacking cups from our Social Studies unit.   He/she can name the vocabulary word and stack it like this (World-Continent-Country-State-Neighborhood-Home).  Please remember to have your child cut out the spelling pictures and words.  It is very important that he/she sorts daily.  It influences the spelling test scores greatly!
Upcoming Events

February 10:  Bring cards to school in a bag marked with your child’s name.

February 14: Valentine’s Day Party 

February 27:  100th Day of School

Special Notes

-Superstar for the week of February 6th is Cathy
-Please make sure you pack a snack and WATER BOTTLE for your child daily. 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers and cards. Miss Murray and I appreciate your thoughtfulness!
