Presidents’ Day Challenge!

This month we celebrate the birthdays of two of our country’s greatest leaders, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The following activities will help you learn a little more about these amazing American presidents! 

These activities are completely optional. You don’t have to complete any of them. They do not affect your grade. You can choose do none, one, or several of them. It’s all up to you! If you do complete one or more of these activities, you will, of course, be rewarded, and no, not just by that great feeling you get inside because you’ve learned something new about American history. Bonus cash, and other fabulous prizes are available for those who choose to participate. How much bonus cash? What kinds of prizes? That all depends on the activity you choose, and the effort you put into it. So let the fun begin!

Activity 1: Reading one of the following books and take an AR quiz on it. You can borrow a copy from me, or check one out of the library. You can also read any other biography of Washington or Lincoln to get credit. These are just some ideas.

	Who Was George Washington? (AR book level 5.0 and worth 1 point)
	Who Was Abraham Lincoln? (AR book level 5.5 and worth 1 point)
	Abe Lincoln Goes to Washington (AR book level 6.0 and worth 1 point)
	Washington at Valley Forge (AR book level 8.8 and worth 3 points)
	A Picture Book of George Washington (AR book level 4.1 and worth 0.5 points)
	A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln (AR book level 3.8 and worth 0.5 points)
	Lincoln: A Photobiography (AR book level 7.7 and worth 5 points)
	
	
Activity 2: George Washington’s Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation

Directions: You can find a link to these, thanks to Foundations Magazine, on our classroom website or right HERE. Choose at least two of these rules (You can choose as many as you’d like!) On a sheet of white Zaner-Bloser paper with a complete heading, write down each rule you choose. Underneath each of those rules, write down what you think it means in your own words. You’ll notice that some of the rules have been written in present day language for you. Then try following that rule in your own life for a day, or even a week. Underneath the rules and their meanings, write about what it was like to follow the rule. Here’s an example:

Rule 98: Drink not nor talk with your mouth full; neither gaze about while you are drinking. 
In my own words: Don’t open your mouth when there’s food or something to drink in it. Wait until you swallow before you start talking.
My experience following the rule: Once I actually started thinking about this rule I couldn’t believe how many of my friends were spraying their food all over me at lunch! Gross! I think George Washington was right. We shouldn’t talk with our mouths full.

Activity 3: Legends and Stories

Directions: George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are such famous presidents that many stories and legends about them have been told for a long time. For this activity, read one (or more) of the stories about these presidents. (You can get copies from Mr. Thomas or download them from our classroom website if you’re interested.) Then, on a sheet of white Zaner-Bloser paper with a complete heading, write the title of the story you read and what you think the story tells us about either George Washington or Abraham Lincoln.   


Activity 4: Memorization and Presentation

Directions: Memorize one of the following excerpts from Lincoln’s First and Second Inaugural Addresses, or for a real challenge the whole Gettysburg Address! You can also memorize one of the poems about George Washington or Abraham Lincoln. See Mr. Thomas for copies or download them from the classroom website.

Abraham Lincoln (First Inaugural Address)

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. You can have no conflict without yourselves being the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, protect, and defend it.” 
	I am loath to close. We are not enemies but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature. 

Abraham Lincoln (Gettysburg Address, 1863)

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met here on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of it as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But in a larger sense we can not dedicate - we can not consecrate - we can not hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled, here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they have, thus far, so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us - that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last full measure of devotion - that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation shall have a new birth of freedom; and that this government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Abraham Lincoln (Second Inaugural Address)

Fondly do we hope--fervently do we pray--that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bond-man’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous altogether.
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nations  wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting piece, among ourselves, and with all nations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 5: Choose your own! I’m totally open to ideas you might have as to how you want to learn about and celebrate Presidents Washington and Lincoln. Let me know if you have a plan!
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