School-Home Connection
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Our class is beginning a chapter on the physical and chemical properties of matter. Ask your child to define matter for you and to describe some of the things he or she has learned about matter. Talk about ways you measure matter every day, for example when cooking, when weighing a package to send in the mail, and when reading the temperature of the outside air.

Science Process Skills

Inferring is an important process skill developed in this chapter. You make inferences when you explain something based on previous observations you have made or previous knowledge or experience you have had. This activity will help your child make an inference based on observations.

Put a glass of very cold ice water on a table in a warm room. After a while, your child will be able to feel a wet film or even see drops of water on the outside of the glass. Help your child infer that the liquid that appears on the outside of the glass is a result of condensation. (The air near the glass gets very cold. Water vapor in the air condenses, forming a liquid on the outside of the glass.)













Science Fun

Changing states of matter is an interesting topic covered in this chapter. Freezing describes the change of a liquid to a solid. Melting describes the change of a solid to a liquid. Evaporation describes the change of a liquid to a gas. Condensation describes the change of a gas to a liquid.

What to Do

1. With your child, make a list of different changes in states of matter that you commonly observe.
2. Challenge your child to tell which process (melting, freezing, condensing, evaporating) is occurring as each type of matter changes state.
3. As an extension, have your child describe whether energy is being added or taken away for each change.
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