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 8th Grade Religion

Unit 3- An Age of Faith and Beauty

Chapters 9-12
Summary

In Unit 3 we will discover how medieval society in Europe produced traditions that define much of Catholicism today. We will also learn how the Church was a part of everyday life and how society revolved around the Church. 

Chapter 9- Faith Expressed and Lived

This chapter discusses the rise of monasticism. Monasticism comes from the Greek word µóvos (monos) meaning “one, alone.” Individuals who wholeheartedly wished to follow Christ separated themselves form the world. They either lived alone or in a religious community.  


Monasticism did not spread to the Western Church until the sixth century, when Saint Benedict established a religious community at Monte Cassino, Italia. Under his rule (a set of regulations governing a religious order), the monks divided their waking hours between work and prayer. 


Perhaps the greatest contribution of the monasteries is the spirituality they passed on to the secular world. In addition to copying Scripture and preserving the writings of the Church Fathers, monks enhanced the liturgy with chant and taught people the importance of prayer. The monks reminded people of what was truly important-their faith. 

Essential Questions: 
1. Why did Saint Benedict found a monastery at Monte Cassino?

2. What is the Rule of Saint Benedict?

3. How did monasteries grow and what role did they play in Western Civilization? 
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Chapter 10- Mass in the Cathedral


Throughout history the prevalent theology of the time greatly affected the church’s liturgy, architecture, and music. In Chapter 10, you will learn more about the spirituality of the medieval Christians, which led to the building of giant, Gothic cathedrals. The intricate windows, woodcarvings, and relief sculptures all gave praise to the glory of God.  In such a setting the liturgy itself became an expression of mystery. 


Today’s Mass differs in many ways from medieval liturgies. The priest no longer prays with his back to the congregation. Most prayers are prayed in the local language instead of in Latin. People are no longer expected, as they were in the Middle Ages, to just view the consecrated host. They actively participate in the Mass and receive the Eucharist. The aim of the changes, brought about by Vatican II, was to make the liturgy an experience more reflective of its original meaning and practice. 


There are still a number of similarities. The Eucharist is still the Church’s great offering of thanksgiving to God for the gift of salvation. In the Eucharist, we still remember what Jesus did at the Last Supper. We continue to encounter Christ in the Scripture readings, in the Eucharist, in the priest, and in the community. 

Essential Questions

1. How did medieval Christians celebrate Mass? What are the characteristics of a medieval Mass? What are the similarities to today’s Mass? 

2. What is the doctrine of transubstantiation? 

3.  What are the characteristics of a Gothic cathedral? What is the symbolism of each part? 

Terms
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Chapter 11-The Quest for Salvation


The Crusades, military attempts to liberate the holy places of Palestine from the Muslims, took place between the 11th and 13th centuries. Western Christians fought these “holy wars” in the name of Christ and salvation, but the resulting violence was anything but holy.


National leaders and citizens who engage in warfare often cite religious reasons as justifications for their actions. Protestants and Catholics have been at odds in Ireland for centuries. Bosnians were slain on the pretense that Muslims were about to take over Europe.  The Taliban used a ruthless interpretation of the Qu’ran to deprive citizens of Afghanistan of their human rights. In truth, wars and aggression are caused by many reasons- political, territorial, and economic. But because religion is often such an important part of people’s identity, it becomes an easy rallying point for those in need of support for selfish designs. 


God created all people and leads them to himself in various ways. Salvation comes through Jesus Christ. Through God’s grace, non-Christians who follow God with a sincere hear and seek to do his will are also saved. We are called to love and worship God above all things. The heart of faith is love, not war. Christ commands us to live in peace and to love all people as our neighbors, including people who have different religious beliefs. We show the sincerity of our love for God when we imitate Christ and reach out in love to everyone. 

Essential Questions
1. Why were the Crusades launched? What were the results of the Crusades?

2. What was medieval life like? How did the Church factor into life? 

3. How do we gain salvation? How does the parable of the rich man’s harvest (Luke 12:16-34) relate to this? 

Terms
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Chapter 12- Devotions


From the 12th through the 16th centuries, many abuses occurred within the Church. However, the desire for reform eventually led to the rise of religious orders, such as the Franciscans and the Dominicans. Saint Francis of Assisi and Saint Dominic led separate movements that stressed simplicity and humility- a return to the central message of Jesus. 


During this time printed materials did not exist as we know them. Most people were illiterate. Both Francis and Dominic wanted to give people address to Jesus and his teachings. To accomplish this, they went about preaching and introduced their followers to devotions, such as the Station of the Cross and the Rosary. 


Piety is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The gift of piety helps us express reverence for God and grow in our personal relation ship with him. The Church recognizes popular devotions and private prayer as valuable ways to express and develop piety, but as the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “These expressions of piety extend the liturgical life of the Church but do not replace it.” The purpose of such devotions is to enrich Catholic life. 

Essential Questions
1. What advice does Thomas à Kempis offer in his book The Imitation of Christ?

2. How did the Franciscans and Dominicans stress simplicity and humility?

3. How is the Rosary prayed? What are the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries (p. 398)? 
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